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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 6, 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nakajima. 



With respect to claims 1 and 7 Nakajima teaches an automatic color correction 
apparatus for performing the correction method as claimed. The apparatus 1 for 
performing the method is shown in figure 1, for carrying out color correction upon a 
specific object (referred to at col. 12, lines 25-30), said apparatus comprising an object 
color information memory 24 for memorizing color adjustment parameters (such as the 
hue parameter) obtained by splitting a hue distribution region. See figure 34 for three 
split hue regions, (red, green and blue) and the distribution frequency (shown from a 
low scale to a high scale) concerning a specific object (91 1 ) referred to at col. 10, line 
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60-67. Nakajima teaches an extracting means (via process parameter switch 132 for 
extracting a specific color of the object 91 1 . Nakajima teaches memory 24 as the color 
correction parameter memory, see col. 1 1 , lines 45-50. Nakajima teaches performing 
color correction on the specific hue according to the current address information and 
adjustment range of the object. See col. 1 1 , lines 30-36. 

With respect to claim 6, Nakajima teaches a memory 24 for memorizing plural kinds of 
sample objects 91 1 including a manual color correction processing means (via input 
device 5 where an operator can input data) through an external instruction (outside 
apparatus 1 ) shown by figure 1 . Nakajima teaches entering color information through 
input device 5 for generating color parameters which are stored in memory 24. 

With respect to claim 10, Nakajima teaches an application 2 which is a recording 
means for storing a program for carrying out color correction upon a specific object 
(referred to at col. 12, lines 25-30), the application stores a program comprising an 
object color information memory 24 for memorizing color adjustment parameters (such 
as the hue parameter) obtained by splitting a hue distribution region. See figure 34 for 
three split hue regions, (red, green and blue) and the distribution frequency (shown 
from a low scale to a high scale) concerning a specific object (91 1) referred to at col. 
10, line 60-67. Nakajima teaches an extracting means (via process parameter switch 
1 32 for extracting a specific color of the object 91 1 . Nakajima teaches memory 24 as 
the color correction parameter memory, see col. 1 1 , lines 45-50. Nakajima teaches 
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performing color correction only on the specific hue according to the current address 
information and adjustment range of the object. See col. 1 1 , lines 30-36. See also 
figure 34. 



2. 



Claims Objected 



Claims 2 -5, 8 and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams, can be reached at 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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